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nights, formed the great majority of the audience in Covent  Garden Theatre.     Macklin  and  the manager hoped that by his giving up Macbeth the angry public ' I                             would be appeased, and the bills announced him for
j' *j                             November 18, 1773, in his favourite characters of Shylock
f*!j                             and  Sir Archy MacSarcasm.    They must have been
\ j                             shaken in their belief when they saw the faces of the
crowd ranged in battle array from pit to gallery, impatient for the riot. We may continue the account of the scene in the graphic language of Mr. Dunning, Macklin's counsel in the trial that arose out of this night's work.
" If I could describe the Managers, I would attempt a little description of their situation upon this occasion. I conjecture, from the knowledge I have of some of them, that they were all by this time trembling alive in the greenroom, for they foresaw that, whatever might be the conquest, or whoever might be the victors, they were sure to profit little, and they were sure to be defeated, whoever might be triumphant. They looked at their chandeliers, probably wistfully, foreseeing that they were looking at them for the last time ; they looked at their benches, apprehending and fearing that those benches would soon come much nearer in contact with them, than while they remained in the situation in which they placed them. They kept off the important signal which was to commence hostilities. They kept the curtain down as long as they could, but persisting in the purpose of keeping the curtain down would equally have disobliged every part of the audience ; and after they yielded to the invincible necessity of the occasion, and the curtain arose, then the battle began. Gentlemen, you understand enough of the performance to know that Shylock does not make his appearance in the first scene. Other performers, who had offended nobody, nor meant to offend anybody, came forward to act their parts ; they were instantly saluted with a strong denunciation of this body of conspirators, ' that if they would consult their own safety they had better get out of their reach.' When this vengeance was announced,